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I. COURSE GOAL: The intention of this course is to continue to develop your writing,
             vocabulary, grammar, and critical thinking skills while furthering 

             your understanding of the country in which we live by examining 

              the literature that was both the product and the promotion of its

              beginning.

II. COURSE REQUIREMENTS INCLUDE:  Daily writing, reading, productive class and
             small group participation, and completion of all assignments.

III. REQUIRED MATERIALS INCLUDE:  Pens or pencils for writing, three ring binder,

                                   three two-pocket folders, three notebooks or three subject note-

                                    book or loose-leaf paper divided into three sections.

IV. READING CONTENT/GENRES
Pre-colonial and Colonial Literature

· Identify Native American Literature characteristics through multiple genre,

texts, and authors—Project: Write your own myth, fable, or legend or 

realistic story using American Indian sign language (analysis and creative writing).
· Identify Puritan Literature characteristics through multiple genre, texts, and authors—Project: Creating an advertising piece using a variety of advertising
as defined through class brainstorming, research, and examples (problem solving, teamwork, and product presentation).
· Identify Rationalist/Deist Literature characteristics through multiple genre, texts, and authors—Project: What is Wrong With This World? (persuasive essay).
American Romanticist and Dark Romantics

· Identify American Romanticist Literature characteristics through multiple genre, texts, and authors—Project: Heroes and Superheroes: The literary 
Offenses of James Fenimore Cooper and Hollywood (literary analysis and critique)—Project: Native American Symbol Project (creative and critical connection to Romanticist recognition of Native American Literature).

· Identify Dark Romanticist Literature characteristics through multiple genre, texts, and authors.
· Identify and determine poetic devices, structure, theme, real-life applications, and tone with the classical works of Poe, Melville, and Hawthorne—Project: I Know Poe; Reader Response (choice of literary analysis, creative extension, or dynamic group project).
· Identify Transcendentalist Literature characteristics through multiple genre, texts, and authors—Project: Transcendent Moment Presented Through Original Poetry Piece (analysis and reflective, creative writing).
New American Poets

· Identify and determine poetic devices, structure, theme, real-life applications, and tone with the classical works of  Walt Whitman and Emily Dickenson—Project: I Too Sing of America Poetry Emulating Whitman and Dickenson Poetic Styles (analysis and reflective, creative writing).
Introduction to Realism and Regionalism
· Identify Realism characteristics with background on Mark Twain and with the use of multiple authors of Civil War and non-fiction literature—Project:  Research Essay Using Student Chosen Detail/Concept from The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn as a springboard (Formal Research Writing Using MLA Format).
· Identify and determine various dialect/vernacular and literary elements creating Twain’s brand of humor and its usage/purpose with the novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and shorter works by Mark Twain—Project: Graphic Analysis Chart Identifying Specific Quotes and Dialogue as Mimicking Vernacular of a Region and/or Representing a Literary Element Conveying Twain’s Meaning and Style of Humor.
V. READING SKILLS (The following skills will be explained, modeled, utilized, and coached in all of the units above)
       Text Structure

· Utilize and apply titling and heading skills to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering
· Utilize and apply footnote skills to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering
· Utilize and apply images to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering
Reading Strategies

· Utilize and apply predicting skills to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering/author purpose
· Utilize and apply questioning skills to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering/author purpose
· Utilize and apply synthesizing skills to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering/author purpose
Vocabulary Development

· Utilize and apply word family skills to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering
· Utilize and apply context clues skills to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering
· Utilize and apply work family/etymology skills to determine and aid in text content meaning/deciphering
· Work with studying and applying through quizzes and writing assignments a fixed set of vocabulary words brought up frequently through the various literature studies in class
Literary Devices

· Identify, determine, and utilize plot elements in a variety of genres and authors’ works
· Identify, determine, and utilize rhetoric for its specific purpose in a variety of genres and authors’ works

· Identify, determine, and utilize schemes in a variety of genres and authors’ works

· Identify, determine, and utilize poetic devices in both verse and prose writings

VI. WRITING TOPICS/GENRES (see project notes in the “Reading Content/Genre” section above)
        Narrative Essay

· Understand and employ the elements of proper paragraph and essay structures 
· Create and employ elements of an observational and reflective essay
Expository Essay

· Understand and create various compare/contrast writings
· Create and employ elements of a research paper
Persuasive Essay

· Identify and employ elements of persuasion in formal writing
VII.     WRITING SKILLS (The following 6+1 Traits of Writing will be explained, modeled, utilized, and coached in all of the units above)
               Control of Language

· Use powerful, pertinent word choice in writing
· Develop an understanding of the role sentence fluency has in writing
· Identify and employ elements of distinct writer’s voice in text and writing
Content and Composition

· Understand and identify the role of ideas and content in text and writing
· Determine the best structures and utilize the standards of good organization in writing
· Identify and employ elements of voice in text and writing
Presentation (MLA Format)

· Include the conventions of written English

· Learn and utilize MLA format in formatting when presenting a text

VIII. GRAMMAR/SPELLING (the understanding of grammar and spelling will be explained, modeled, utilized, and coached in all of the units above)
· Practice recognition of parts of speech to strengthen correct use in syntax/sentence structure
· Employ the parts of speech to create grammatically correct and meaningful sentences
· Use basic, compound, and complex sentences effectively
· Understand phrases and clauses to improve punctuation and avoid fragments in writing
· Become aware of the role of word histories as a means to improve spelling and vocabulary
· Use grammar and spelling tools (such as language handbooks,  dictionaries, and editors) to maintain high levels of convention usage
IX.  LISTENING SPEAKING (Identify and utilize the following skills in the process of presenting in public on a multitude of topics in class)
· Organization
· Preparation
· Presentation
· Listening Skills
